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From the President….
Hello Fellow Rock Chippers,
As always, hope everyone is doing well. We are
getting close to a time where we can finally meet in
person in a safe way.
I still invite everyone if possible, to contribute an
article or story to our newsletter. Although temporarily we can’t meet in person, we can still add to
our knowledge by sharing each other’s geological
knowledge.
The July business meeting will take place at 7pm
on July 3rd via zoom. Club meeting will take place
July 17th via zoom starting at 6:30pm with our social gathering, with the main meeting taking
place at 7pm. The program will be “The Geology of
California’s National Parks”.
I’m looking forward to seeing everyone for a fun,
entertaining, and educational evening.
May you all have a safe and fun 4th of July weekend.

Sagi Salomon
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Membership Information

Future Rockhounds of America

For any questions regarding membership in the Woodland
Hills Rock Chippers please email Virginia Rotramel at
whrc@rockchippers.org

For any questions regarding membership in the FRA
please email Thalia Goldsworthy at

whrc@rockchippers.org

Regular club meetings are held at 7:00PM on the 3rd Saturday of each month at:
First United Methodist Church, 22700 Sherman Way, West Hills, CA 91303
Visit our website www.rockchippers.org
WHRC Editor: P.O. Box 205 Woodland Hills, CA 91365
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SOCIETY MEETING PROGRAM
July 17th

GEOLOGY OF
CALIFORNIA's NATIONAL PARKS
Some of the finest examples of geologic features in the Western U.S.
are on display in the national parks in our very own home state. California's national parks present a vast array of different land forms and
underlying lithologies (rock types) that have been shaped by nature in
different environments ranging from cold and wet in the highest
mountains to the extreme heat in the driest of deserts.
Geologist Dick Weber will help us look beyond the spectacular scenery to understand the geologic processes
that shaped the fascinating rocks found in some of these locales. Although we cannot collect rocks in the
National Parks, we can take home an understanding of the geology that makes them so spectacular.

NEWSLETTER EDITING ASSISTANCE NEEDED
Thank you Melanie. We appreciate all you did as editor of our
newsletter. We are sorry that you will not be continuing.
This leaves this important position open for another member to undertake. It is a monthly effort that is very important in keeping
our society in the awareness of our visitors and also on our web
site. Thalia will assist anyone interested in learning how to do this.
There are several applications that can be used including Word.

WAYS AND MEANS
For Ways and Means: "The door prize for July’s Society Meeting
will be a Rhodochrosite Pendant. I look forward to seeing you all
there, and picking a lucky winner!
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FRA NEWS
Because of the changing school situation FRA activities are on hold. When things return to some kind of normal here will be more time for in-person badge activities.
Thalia Goldsworthy, FRA Advisor

CLASS FOR JULY 10TH
The project for July is one from Wire Jewelry Artist—a bead cluster
pendant. The illustration shows pearls however other beads can be used.
Materials needed: one 8mm bead, two 6mm beads and three 4mm beads
that will thread on 22ga or 24ga round wire. The frame uses 20ga
square wire and 22ga half-round wire. Metal of your choice. (Thalia has
wire at cost.)
Bring your wire wrapping tools: pliers, wire cutters, etc. or borrow from
Thalia’s supply.
Classes are back to normal. We will be working at Thalia’s home at her
worktable. Class is limited to 6 participants. Class will be from
10:00am to noon. There is no class fee. Registration is required to hold
your space. Use the Society email whrc@rockchippers.org to let Thalia
know you will be there. . e or email to whrc@rockchippers.org to register.

Happy Birthday
Juliet and Anita
Happy Anniversary

The Bradburys
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FEDERATION NEWS
On June 26, 2021, Maureen and I attended the CFMS Convention Meeting. The meeting allows the
Federation Directors time to get together and discuss California Federation business. This year due to
the pandemic the meeting had it’s own interesting earmarks. Everyone is happy that the November
CFMS meeting is scheduled to take place in person in Visalia.
The Federation is presently looking for a legal advisor experienced in working with non-profits.

The 2022 CFMS Show is tentatively scheduled for April 22-24 in Lancaster.
Other clubs are now starting to set dates for their shows too.
Hopefully, this may be the beginnings of some really good news for our organization!

Gary Levitt

BACK TO NORMAL?
We are looking forward to having in-person meetings at the church after they open
usage on July 18th. We will decide whether to have our usual picnic or some other
activity. Watch for news via email after the July business meeting on the 3rd.
Our library will be accessible with your request to Shanna for when to visit. Lots
of good reading there.

FANCY RIVET HEADS
For a nice looking rivet head, use brass escutcheon pins.
You'll have perfectly rounded heads that are all the same size
and shape. The pins are a little hard to find, so try the best
hardware stores first. Be sure to get solid brass pins, not brass
plated steel. If unsure, test them with a magnet.
The pins are readily available online. Lee Valley Tools has
them in 16 or 18 gauge and lengths from 1/4 inch to 1 inch.
Go to http://www.LeeValley.com and do an item search on
"escutcheon pin"
For best results, select a drill that gives you a hole with a close fit to the rivet. Trim the rivet to a
leave a little less than one diameter sticking out the back side. Place the head on a scrap of hard plastic on the anvil so as to not flatten the head. I prefer a ball peen hammer (with a small 3/8 inch ball)
for setting the rivet.
.Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books
Amazon.com/author/Bradford Smith
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JULY BIRTHSTONE - RUBY – KING OF GEMSTONES

Ruby is the red variety of the mineral corundum, colored by the element chromium. All other colors of
gem-quality corundum are called sapphire, which means color is key for this royal gemstone.
Accordingly, the name “ruby” comes from rubeus, the Latin word for red. In ancient Sanskrit, ruby translated to ratnaraj, which meant “king of precious stones.” These fiery gems have been treasured throughout
history for their color and vitality.
The chromium that gives ruby its red color also causes fluorescence, which makes rubies glow like a fire
from within. Paradoxically, chromium is also what makes this gem scarce because it can cause cracks and
fissures. Few rubies actually grow large enough to crystallize into fine quality gems, and these can bring
even higher prices than diamonds.
Burma’s Mogok Valley historically produced the finest ruby material, famous for its deep blood-red color
with purplish hues. These Burmese Rubies, also called Pigeon’s Blood Rubies, command a premium over
brownish or orange-tinged varieties from other regions.
The Mong Hsu region of Myanmar began producing rubies in the ‘90s after discovering that heat treatment
improved the color saturation. Other ruby deposits exist in Vietnam, Thailand, India, parts of the Middle
East, East Africa, and even the United States.
Tough and durable, ruby measures 9 on the Mohs scale. Diamond is the only natural gemstone harder than
ruby.
Ruby’s strength and red fluorescence make it valuable for applications beyond jewelry. Both natural and
synthetic rubies are used in watchmaking, medical instruments, and lasers.
American Gemstone Society

EASIER PRONG SETTING
When setting stones in a prong mount, the tool is less likely to slip off the prong if you grind a shallow
groove into its face or rough up the face a bit with sandpaper. Some folks prefer a prong pusher for doing this, and others like a set of pliers with a slight groove on one jaw.

The easiest way to create a slot on the pusher is with a file, and the quickest way to create a slot on one
jaw of your pliers is with a separating disc. Then do a rough polish on the slot with a medium grit, knifeedge silicone wheel.
Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books
Amazon.com/author/Bradford Smith
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Time: 7:02pm
Location: Zoom

Submitted By Debbie Hirlinger/ Secretary pro-tem
Date: 6/5/21

Business Meeting Minutes
Call to order –

Sagi

Correction or approval of minutes -

Approved

Report of Treasurer - Barbara

Account in the black

Auditor - Virginia

Next audit July

Bulletin/Publisher - /Thalia Temp

Display/Education /Community Outreach

Thalia Goldsworthy has been the
temporary editor. Melanie can no
longer do at this time.
In person Class on wire clasps and
closures new ideas to finish your
project. 6/12/21 led by Thalia no
class fee
Shanna asked Debbie to call for
what Church needs so that we can
hold in person meeting and events.
Nothing to report

Federation Director - Gary

No report

FRA -Thalia

Not meeting at this time

Hospitality Historian – Lillian /Gene

No report

Insurance - Debbie

Treasurer paid current Hartford bill

Librarian - Shanna

No new donations, no access

Membership - Virginia

No report

Programs
Show Chairman – Sagi/Virginia

Moonstone, alexandrite, pearls June
birthstones Thalia to show videos,
sharing
Not on schedule at this time

Ways and Means - John

Nothing new at this time

Web Master – John/Thalia

Current and up to date/maintenance

New Business

Bequest in the name of Linda Gordan was received.

Classes/workshops Thalia

Corporate Administrator

Meeting Adjourned
Ways and Means Meeting Prize

John helps with proofing Position
open now ask for a volunteer to
take over?
Next month July making wire wrap
pendant with pearls or beads Info to
follow will get supply list limit of 6
-In person at Thalia’s 10:00 am
Update: FUMC will contact us for
Covid regs,facility set to open
7/18/21.Ins cert received
Last year’s case at Thalia’s

Insurance cert needed by church/
call Mary for info

Steve Dover has slide show of projects he has made during lock-down
for general meeting

President to mail thank you letter

Steve mentioned Culver City Rock
Club will have a sale Sat 26TH of
June will send details- held at the
shop.
7:34 PM
Nice prize this month-double crystal

Last month won by Virginia
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Time: 7:07 pm
Location: Zoom

Submitted By Paty Mejorado - Secretary
Date: June 19, 2021

General Meeting Minutes
Call to order –

Sagi

Correction or approval of minutes -

Nothing to approve.

Report of Treasurer - Barbara

Account in the black.

Auditor - Virginia

Everything looks good.

Bulletin/Publisher - Thalia Temp

Thalia Goldsworthy has been the
temporary editor. Melanie can no
longer do at this time.
June’s class made Hoops, Loops
and closures.

Classes/workshops Thalia -

Corporate Administrator -

Display/Education /Community Outreach

We are receiving the Covid-19
Safety Plan Form from the church.
Pending Church requirements to
meet onsite.
Nothing to report.

Federation Director - Gary

No report.

FRA -Thalia

Not meeting at this time

HospitalityHistorian – Lillian /Gene

No report

Insurance - Debbie

Treasurer paid current Hartford bill

Librarian - Shanna

Nothing to report.

Membership - Virginia
Programs

We’ve received a couple of inquiries via the website.
June Program - Moonstone, Alexandrite, birthstones Thalia to show
videos, sharing.

Show Chairman – Sagi/Virginia

Not on schedule at this time

Ways and Means - John

Nothing new at this time

Web Master – John

Current and up to date/maintenance

New Business

Meeting Adjourned

Steve mentioned Culver City Rock
Club will have a sale Sat 26TH of
June will send details- held at the
shop.
8:17 PM

Ways and Means Meeting Prize

June Prize – Twin Quartz Crystal

July 10th making wire wrap pendant
with pearls or beads Info to follow
will get supply list limit of 6-In
person at Thalia’s 10:00 am
Everything’s been paid.

July Program - The Webbers have a
new program featuring California
National Park on July 17th starts at
7pm.

Last month won by Virginia
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Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Incorporated
Our organization, a non-profit corporation, was formed for educational and instructive
purposes: to foster collection and study of minerals, to disseminate knowledge about
them, to sponsor field trips to find them, to encourage the use of them in lapidary and
faceting studies, etc. And to have one whale of a good time doing those things with all
of our friends.
Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Social time
from 6:30 p.m. Current meetings are only on Zoom. Email for required Invitation
and link.
Field trips are at various times throughout the month. Guests are always welcome to
attend.
Membership is open to interested applicants after they have attended at least 2 Society
meetings. Annual dues are due in November for the following year. Membership fees are
currently $27.50 for one adult, $17.50 for a second adult at the same address, juniors
(ages 10-18) and pebble pups (ages 4-9) $5 each. New members pay an additional $15

President
Treasurer
Secretary
Corp. Adm.

Elected Officers/Directors
Sagi Salomon
Director At Large
Barbara Bradbury
Director At Large
Paty Mejorado
Director At Large
Debbie Hirlinger
Director At Large
Director At Large

Gene Berwager
Lillian Berwager
Larry Bradbury
John O’Brien
Shanna O’Brien

Chairpersons and Appointed Positions
Auditor…………………....Virginia Rotramel
Bulletin Editor …………………………...Open
Classes……………......Thalia Goldsworthy
Courtesy/Hospitality...Lillian Berwager
Custodian……………….................Open
Federation Director………....Gary Levitt
Alternate Fed Director...Maureen Levitt
Field Trips…………………………..Committee
FRA…………………......Thalia Goldsworthy
Historian……………….......Gene Berwager
Librarian…………………....Shanna O’Brien

Membership ……………..Virginia Rotramel
Outreach………………..Thalia Goldsworthy
Parliamentarian……………...……….….Open
Programs ……………………………………..Open
Publicity…………………..................Open
Shop ……………... Pat Keene. Anita Niles
Club Show Chair………….......Sagi Salmon
Asst.Show Chair………..Virginia Rotramel
Ways and Means……...……….John O’Brien
Webmaster…………............John O’Brien

Material from Rock Chippings may be duplicated for non-commercial
purposes with appropriate credits. For commercial use, individual
authors must be contacted for approval. Articles lacking bylines have
been generated by the Bulletin staff.

Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Inc.
MEMBER OF CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES

P.O. BOX 205, Woodland Hills, CA 91365
Address exchange Bulletins to: Editor at above address

Society Zoom Meeting
July 17th Program
Geology of California's National Parks
6:30pm Social—7:00pm Program

