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Hello everybody,
I hope everyone is doing well, safe, and healthy. With quarantine going
into month four, the best we can do to stay somewhat sane, is finding other ways to gather and enjoy our rock and minerals.
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For the month of May, we had our first board meeting and general meeting
online, using Zoom. Although it does take getting used to, I found it to be
very affective, informative and entertaining. Thank you Thalia for a very
informative program.
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I hope to see more of you on our next “gathering”. Our next board meeting
will take place on June 6th at 7pm and our next general meeting will take
place on June 20th at 7pm.
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With blessings to everyone.
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Membership Information

Future Rockhounds of America

For any questions regarding membership in the Woodland
Hills Rock Chippers please email Virginia Rotramel at
info@rockchippers.org

For any questions regarding membership in the FRA
please email Thalia Goldsworthy atinfo@rockchippers.org

Regular club meetings are held at 7:00PM on the 3rd Saturday of each month at:
First United Methodist Church, 22700 Sherman Way, West Hills, CA 91303
Visit our website: whrc@rockchippers.org
WHRC Editor: P.O. Box 205 Woodland Hills, CA 91365
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Hi, everyone, this is John reporting in for Ways and Means. As you know, things are going to be shut down for a while,
and we won't be having any meetings. Now might be a good time to go through old stuff and look for possible donations
for the raffles or silent auctions, when we resume activities. Anyway, it's something to do. Take care and stay safe, everyone - and we hope to see you soon.

Library
Library is still closed while the Covid-19 crisis continues. We will reopen when we can have meetings again.

Shanna

Thank you to everyone that has volunteered to bring refreshments to our meetings. We will make
adjustments as necessary if and when it is safe to schedule our meetings. We hope everyone
stays safe and happy meanwhile.

The Refreshment Chairman is Shanna O’Brien

-Melanie, Sarah
No Anniversaries in
June
If anyone is missed, please let us know!
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Gary Levitt garytherockhound@sbcglobal.net
April 2020
Mineralogic societies nationwide are suffering, from the global pandemic and lockdown, just as we are. Without gatherings, meetings, shows, and necessary displays
are severely limited, interrupting all activities, and support. Stay upbeat, this will end!

Our monthly meetings are on hold until kids are back in school.
Any youth who would like to work on their badges can do so via email or phone to
me. More news when we get it.

Virtual Society Meetings
We did a test virtual meeting for the May Business meeting. It was a test and worked so we had a meeting
for all members for the May 16th date - our usual meeting night. We had 17 members present and one former member guest. Did a bit of business, and we visited. It was good to see everyone on the screen.
Thalia presented the first half of her program on Channel Jewelry. It covered the silver work to make the
metal part of a jewelry piece. She showed the process with a slide show. At the June virtual meeting she will
complete the channel jewelry process by talking and showing how the stones are fitted and the finishing of
the piece of jewelry.

There will be a virtual business meeting on June 6th. The meeting is open to member visitors. If you are interested, or have business for the Board to discuss, you need to let Thalia know you would like to attend. Email invitations are used for access to the meeting.
We hope our members will put the date and time for our 3rd Saturday night meeting, June 20th. 7:00
PM. An invitation email will be sent out a few days before so members will have the information on how to
log in to the meeting. If you have any questions about attending, phone Thalia, as she will be hosting the
meeting.

Thalia for Sagi, President
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May 2, 2020
Call to Order: 19:14
Correction or approval of Minutes: No corrections.
Report of Treasurer: Per Ms. Barbara we are in the black.
Old Business: Ms. Viriginia announced the new members. Jeane and Pete, the roster will not be
posted on the website.
New Business:
Bulletin/Publisher: Nothing to report.
Classes/ Workshops: Per Ms. Thalia, nothing is planned due to the Stay at Home order.
Courtesy and Hospitality: Up to date.
Community Outreach: Nothing scheduled for right now.
Corporate Administration: Annual Report filed. Everything is up to date. All necessary tax forms
have been filed.
Display and Education:
Nothing scheduled due to Stay at Home order.
Field Trips: Nothing scheduled.
FRA: Inactive due to Covid-19.
Membership:Two new members have joined the club, Jeanne and Pete.
Historian: Nothing to report.
Publicity: Westways, CFMS Newletter and Rock & Gem magazine have been contacted to publish
the October 17, 2020 Gem Show.
Show Chairman: Sagi - We are moving forward with the show. Contracts were sent out pending
we may cancel due to Covid-19.
Ways and Means: Nothing to report.
WebMaster: Nothing to report.
Meeting Adjourned: 19:23

All classes that were scheduled for April, May, and June have been cancelled. Tony and Sandee
Fender will be back to teach beginning silver soldering when we can have small groups meet
again. The April class was to be on the standard wire wrapped pendant. If you planned to attend,
let me know. There may be a way to do this via email with my printed directions, and consultations
over the phone.
Let's use this time at home to catch up with projects that we were too busy to do before. If you
need advise or help with something related to previous classes, or my expertise, let me know.
Be positive that we all will come through this crisis safe and healthy.
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May 16, 2020
Call to Order: 19:14
Correction or approval of Minutes: No minutes available.
Report of Treasurer: No changes.
Old Business:
New Business: A new motion was made to pay a monthly fee of $14.99 for Zoom the Pro Version.
The motion was seconded and passed.
Auditor: Per Virginia books are in good order.
Bulletin/Publisher: Contacted Westways, CFMS Newsletter and Rock and Gem Magazine for
Publication.
Classes/ Workshops: None scheduled due to Covid-19.
Courtesy and Hospitality: No new updates.
Community Outreach: Nothing to report.
Corporate Administration: Everything is up – to date.
Display and Education: Thalia has the showcase in her home.
Federation Director: Most local and CFMS shows have been cancelled.
Field Trips: Nothing to report.
FRA: No new meetings. Keeping contact online.
Librarian: Library closed at the moment.
Membership: Two new members. Welcome Jeanne and Pete!
Show Chairman: Sagi: We are continuing with the Gem Show on October 17, 2020. Virginia has
sent out dealer applications with the note that we may cancel the show later.
Ways and Means: Nothing to report.
WebMaster: Nothing to report.
Program: Thalia presented the first half of the program on Channel Jewelry Making, the metal
work. Part 2, the stone work will be given in June.
Meeting Adjourned: 19:23
Secretary,

Jewelry Boxes
I was wondering if you could help jog my memory. I was describing the gemstone Jewelry Boxes the husband wife team used to display at your show. I thought the last name
was Rosen but I can't find any web hits for the jewelry boxes with that.
She was the Lapidary and he was the silversmith. They had one box that was Rutilated
Quartz with etched Basenite or black Jade, another with a large Ammonite top center off
the box lid on Turritella agate box. Was amazing work. I am sure with your immense
knowledge you might remember them.

Fred Ward
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Why Things Are The Way They Are
The reason why something is the way it is can often be more interesting than the thing itself.
For instance, did you ever wonder why……
Dimes, quarters and half dollars have notched edges, while pennies and nickels do not?
The US Mint began putting notches on the edges of coins containing gold and silver to discourage holders from shaving
off small quantities of the precious metals. Dimes, quarters and half-dollars are notched because they used to contain silver. Pennies and nickels aren't notched because the metal they contain are not valuable enough to shave\..
Men's clothes have buttons on the right while women's clothes have buttons on the left?
When buttons were invented, they were very expensive and worn primarily by the rich. Because wealthy women were
dressed by maids, dressmakers put the buttons on the maid's right. Since most people are right-handed, it is easier to push
buttons on the right through holes on the left. And that's where women's buttons have remained since.
Xs at the end of the letter signify kisses?
In the Middle Ages, when many people were unable to read or write, documents were often signed using an X. Kissing
the X represented an oath to fulfill obligations specified in the document. The X and the kiss eventually became synonymous.
Shifting responsibility to someone else is called "passing the buck"?
In card games, it was once customary to pass an item, called a buck, from player to player to ndicate whose turn it was to
deal. If a player did not wish to assume the responsibility, he would "pass the
buck" to the next player.
People clink their glasses before drinking a toast?
It used to be common for someone to try to kill an enemy by offering him a poisoned drink. To prove to the guest that the
drink was safe, it became customary for the guest to pour a small amount of his
drink into the glass of the host. Both men would drink it simultaneously. When a guest trusted his host, he would then
touch -- or clink -- the host's glass with his own.
People in the public eye are said to be "in the limelight"?
nvented in 1825, limelight was used in lighthouses and stage lighting by burning a cylinder of lime in an oxyhydrogen
flame that produced a brilliant light. In the theater, performers on stage "in the limelight" were seen by the audience to be
the center of attention.
People say mind your Ps and Qs when they want you to be careful?
When children write letters, they sometimes get their lowercase P's and Q's mixed up. To help avoid mistakes, teachers
of old used to remind them to "mind your Ps and Qs."
Ships and aircraft in trouble use "mayday" as their call for help?
This comes from the French word m'aidez -- meaning "help me" roughly pronounced mayday.
Someone who is feeling great is "on cloud nine"?
Types of clouds are numbered according to the altitudes they attain, with nine being the highest cloud. If someone is said
to be on cloud nine, that person is floating well above worldly cares.
Zero scores in tennis are called "love"?
In France, where tennis first became popular, a big, round zero on the scoreboard looked like an egg and was called
l'oeuf, which is French for "egg." When tennis was introduced in the US, Americans
pronounced it "love."

Many coin banks are shaped like pigs?
Long ago, dishes and cookware in Europe were made of a dense, orange clay called pygg. When people saved coins in
jars made of this clay, the jars became known as "pygg banks." When an English potter misunderstood the word, he made
a bank that resembled a pig, and it caught on.
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ABOUT

THE

SHOW

We have a confirmed date of October 17, 2020 with the First United Methodist Church
in West Hills. Before the pandemic event of Covid19 we paid for our space and had
started our plans. April is the month for contracts to go out and start the ball rolling
to have a good show. So this year instead of sending out contracts we asked our vendors
if they would do our show if the pandemic allowed. We had an immediate YES response
from 10 vendors, all from past years of doing our show. They were advised about the
possibility of the show being cancelled, and therefore contracts would be held up until
the middle of September. In the meantime there is still the need for publicity and that
has already started. Westways and CFMS have been notified and Mining Journal and
Rock & Gen are next come June & July. The flyers and raffle tickets will be available also.
It is time for the membership to start getting their prizes done for the raffle. The prize needs
to be super sagifrajilistic this year so we can get publicity out on what we have to raffle and get
people to want to come to a show that will be safe and worthwhile. The publicity part will be
getting pictures taken of the prizes to advertise with the show announcement. Prizes
should be of a value of at least $20.00 and something you would want, making it
desirable to someone to want to buy a raffle ticket. This is one of the ways the show is
a money-maker for the organization.

Sagi is the show chairman, I hope all will offer their assistance to him as it can be a daunting
task for the first few times. Offer early so you can do the area of your expertise.
Virginia

MEMBERSHIP
We have new members to welcome. Jeanne and Pete. The joined in on the emeeting of May.
and I'm sure are anxious for the covid19 to be over like the rest of us. We had 18 members on-line.
Good meeting and business taken care of. The program was on inlay and had to be done in two
sessions. The manner of the emeeting is done with Zoom.us and allows for only forty minutes.
There was a motion to purchase ProZoom.us so that we have unlimited time and it passed
unanimously.
Virginia

Ulexite

Ulexite is also known as TV rock due to its unusual optical characteristics. The fibers of ulexite act as
optical fibers, transmitting light along their lengths by internal reflection. When a piece of ulexite is cut
with flat polished faces perpendicular to the orientation of the fibers, a good-quality specimen will display an image of whatever surface is adjacent to its other side.
The fiber-optic effect is the result of the polarization of light into slow and fast rays within each fiber,
the internal reflection of the slow ray and the refraction of the fast ray into the slow ray of an adjacent
fiber. An interesting consequence is the generation of three cones, two of which are polarized, when
a laser beam obliquely illuminates the fibers. These cones can be seen when viewing a light source
through the mineral.
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Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Incorporated
Our organization, a non-profit corporation, was formed for educational and
instructive purposes: to foster collection and study of minerals, to disseminate
knowledge about them, to sponsor field trips to find them, to encourage the use
of them in lapidary and faceting studies, etc. And to have one whale of a good
time doing those things with all of our friends.
Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Refreshments are at 6:30 p.m.
Field trips are at various times throughout the month. Guests are always
welcome to attend.
Membership is open to interested applicants after they have attended at least
two meetings. Annual dues are due in November for the following year.
Elected Officers/Directors
President
Treasurer
Secretary
Corp. Adm.

Sagi Salomon
Barbara Bradbury
Paty Mejorado.
Deborah Hirlinger

Director At Large Gene Berwager
Director At Large Lillian Berwager
Director At Large Larry Bradbury
Director At Large John & Shanna O’Brien

Chairpersons and Appointed Positions
Auditor…………………....Virginia Rotramel

Librarian…………………………...Shanna O’Brien

Bulletin Editor ……….……Melanie Demont

Library Displays…………….................Committee

Classes/Workshop……......................Open

Membership ………………. .…..Virginia Rotramel

Courtesy/Hospitality…..…. Lillian Berwager

Parliamentarian………...………...……….….Open

Custodian ……………………Sagi Salomon

Programs …………………...………………...Open

Display/Education.……......................Open

Publicity………………………........................Open

Federation Director…………......Gary Levitt

Refreshments…….……...............Shanna O’Brien

Alternate Fed Director……..Maureen Levitt

Shop …………………………….….….. Committee

Field Trips……………………………...Open

Show Chair………….……....…..Virginia Rotramel

FRA…………………......Thalia Goldsworthy

Ways and Means…………….……...John O’Brien

Historian………….…….......Gene Berwager

Webmaster…………...............Thalia Goldsworthy

Material from Rock Chippings may be duplicated for non-commercial
purposes with appropriate credits. For commercial use, individual authors
must be contacted for approval. Articles lacking bylines have been generated by the bulletin staff. Direct other questions to the Editor online to:
www.rockchippers.org - or by mail to:
WHRC Chippings Editor P. O. Box 205 Woodland Hills, CA 91365

Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Inc.
MEMBER OF CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES

P.O. BOX 205, Woodland Hills, CA 91365
Address exchange Bulletins to: Editor at above address

