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From the President….
Hello Fellow Rock Chippers,
As always, hope everyone is doing well. For
the month of June, Thalia Is working hard on
putting together an informative combo program
on Alexandrite and Moonstone (the lesser
known birth stones of June).
I invite everyone if possible, to contribute an
article or story to our newsletter. As a reminder, although we still temporarily can’t meet in
person, we can still add to our knowledge by
sharing each other’s geological knowledge.
The June business meeting will take place
at 7pm on June 5th via zoom. Club meeting will
take place via zoom starting at 6:30pm with our
social gathering, with the main meeting taking
place at 7pm. I’m looking forward to seeing
everyone on June 19th for a fun evening.
May you all have a safe
and healthy month.
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Sagi Salomon

Membership Information

Future Rockhounds of America

For any questions regarding membership in the Woodland
Hills Rock Chippers please email Virginia Rotramel at
whrc@rockchippers.org

For any questions regarding membership in the FRA
please email Thalia Goldsworthy at

whrc@rockchippers.org

Regular club meetings are held at 7:00PM on the 3rd Saturday of each month at:
First United Methodist Church, 22700 Sherman Way, West Hills, CA 91303
Visit our website www.rockchippers.org
WHRC Editor: P.O. Box 205 Woodland Hills, CA 91365
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SOCIETY MEETING PROGRAM
June 19th
The other June Birthstones—Alexandrite and Moonstone
This program will feature videos on these gems. Both gems are
“phenomena” gems; meaning that they have unusual properties. In Alexandrite there is a color change under various lighting conditions. For Moonstone there is a Shiller effect.
There will be a “show and tell” after
the videos. Virtual visitors are encouraged to share examples of these gems
during the program.
These are remarkable stones. Don’t miss the chance to learn more about
them.

Ways and Means
For Ways and Means: "The door prize for June’s Society
Meeting will be a twin Quartz crystal. I look forward to
seeing you all there, and picking a lucky winner!

Review of May Program
Mary Patt and Dick Weber took us on a virtual geologic tour of New Zealand.

It was a surprise to find that this two island country
was bisected by the intersection of different tectonic
plates. The location of those plate boundaries gives
New Zealand’s islands different geologic features. Notably the northern island is very volcanic as compared
to the southern island.
Beautiful pictures shown of these features. Their expertise in communicating the geology at a level we
could all appreciate was refreshing.
Thank you Mary Patt and Dick for sharing with us.
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CLASS FOR JUNE 5TH
We’re back to in person classes with limitations. Class will be held as before the restrictions – indoors at the worktable. You must have had both covid vaccinations. Class size is limited to 5.
We will be able to work at our usual distances, wearing masks is optional. For future classes, after June 15th, we will be back to normal if Los Angeles follows the state guidelines.
I chose a topic that should benefit all wrappers – FINDINGS. This includes ear wire options,
clasps, linking units and other topics. We will work with Thalia’s supply of copper wire so you
will be making samples for you to have as future reference.
Class will be from 10:00am to noon. There is no class fee, just a $2.00
materials cost. Extra copper wire will be available at cost. Bring your
wire wrapping tools: pliers, wire cutters, etc.
This should be a relaxing class. I’m looking forward to being with you
after the long stay-at-home restrictions. Phone me or email to
whrc@rockchippers.org to register.
Last month we did a wire wrapped pendant. Here’s Shanna’s finished
[project. We ran out of time so each participant needed to complete the
bail décor according to their taste.
Thalia

Happy Birthday
Sarah and Jeffrey
Happy Anniversary
None of our members got married in June?
That’s the wedding month!
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Federation News
All Federation Activities are being held virtually.
No specific news since the November meeting.
Gary Levitt

We are looking forward to having in-person meetings as soon as the church permits
our use. In the mean time we miss our opportunity to have refreshments and to
open and use our society library.

Shanna

BENCH TIP
DENTAL GOLD
You might think that a couple pieces of dental gold would be valuable, but if you only have a small amount, it can
be a problem. Sending it to a refiner is expensive for small lots.

I made the mistake of thinking I could melt it and roll out my own sheet. It turns out the trace metals in dental gold
make it a good material in your mouth but cause it to crack if you try to forge it or roll it out as a sheet. They ruined my whole ingot.
So what to do with a couple gold crowns? A reasonable alternative is to try incorporating the metal into your jewelry. If you have enough material to do a casting, that's probably the best use for dental gold.
If you're not into casting, try melting it on a solder pad and while molten, divide it into small pieces with your solder
pick. Then re-flow each piece to make little gold balls for use for accents on your designs. The balls can also be planished
a bit to make small discs or struck with a design stamp to add texture. .

Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books
Amazon.com/author/Bradford Smith

June 2021

Rock Chippings

Page 5

FRA NEWS
Because of the changing school situation FRA activities are on hold. When things
return to some kind of normal here will be more time for badge activities.
Thalia Goldsworthy, FRA Advisor

BENCH TIP

DRILL PRESS VISE
A drill press vise is a versatile tool to hold a workpiece securely and in precise alignment. It reduces the of risks of working with high power motors, using larger drill
bits, and dealing with heat generated in the operation. The vise can be clamped to the
drill press table if needed and is quite handy for use at the bench to hold things for
sawing or riveting.

You can find them at stores that carry machine tool supplies. My feeling is that the
best ones are made from steel. In particular, I like the ones with V grooves cut into
the jaw plates. That lets me hold a punch straight upright or hold a rod horizontal. To find a supplier, search on "drill press vise" at sites like micromark.com mscdirect.com/enco smallparts.com grizzly.com

Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books
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THE CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES
INVITES YOU TO JOIN US AT CAMP PARADISE
Camp Paradise is in the Plumas National Forest near Clipper Mills, California

Classes Include:
Cabochon Making

Silver Smithing

Beading

Faceting

Chain Making

Glass Bead Making

Precious Metal Clay (PMC)

Wire Wrap Art

Lost Wax Metal Casting

Dichroic Glass Fusion

Soft Stone Carving

Ming Trees

Enameling

2021 update
Great news, we will be holding Camp Paradise this year. We are adding enameling this year. There
will be additional health and safety measures in place to assure a safe environment. Please contact either Sandi Kilcrease or Sandie Fender to get the application form.
Tony and Sandie Fender

Camp Paradise
Week 1: August 22nd to August 28th 2021
Week 2: August 29th to September 4th 2021
For more information about time, location, lodging, etc., contact:
Camp Paradise Registrar: Sandi Kilcrease
422 Mitchel Lake Court Copperopolis, CA 95228
(831) 334-1170 slk95228@gmail.com
Also available to assist you:
E.S.S. Committee Co-Chairs, Tony & Sandie Fender, email: sandie.fender@gmail.com

June 2021
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Time: 7:04 pm
Location: Zoom

President – Sagi
Submitted By Patricia Mejorado
Date: May 1, 2021

Business Meeting Minutes
Report of Treasurer - Barbara

We are in the black.

Corrections

No corrections to the minutes. They are approved

Old Business

The Trailer tires have air.

New Business

We have keys to access trailer. We will continue meetings on Zoom.

Auditor - Virginia

Nothing to report.

Bulletin/Publisher - Melanie/Thalia

Thalia is publishing newsletter.

Classes/workshops – Thalia
Community Outreach – Thalia

May 8th Basic Pendant with Square Wire
Wrap starts at 10am via Zoom
Nothing to report.

Corporate Administrator – Debbie

Everything is current.

Courtesy & Hospitality – Lillian

Nothing to report.

Display/Education - Thalia

On hold due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Federation Director - Gary

Nothing to report.

FRA -Thalia

Inactive

Historian – Gene

Nothing to report.

Insurance - Debbie

Everything is up to date.

Librarian - Shanna

Everything is okay.

Membership - Virginia

Virginia’s granddaughter is in contact with
the vendor to have them made.

Program

Geologic Diversity of New Zealand

Show Chairman – Sagi/Virginia

Not on schedule at this time.

Ways and Means - John

John will be checking the trailer.

Web Master – John/Thalia

Everything is up to date.

Meeting Adjourned

7:40 PM

The Webbers
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Time: 7:04pm
Location: Zoom

President – Sagi
Submitted By Patricia Mejorado
Date: May 15, 2021

Society Meeting Minutes
Report of Treasurer - Barbara

We are in the black.

Corrections

No corrections to the minutes. They are
approved

Old Business

Nothing to report.

New Business

Linda Gordon passed away recently and
her family set up a scholarship fund.

Auditor - Virginia

Books are in good condition.

Bulletin/Publisher - Thalia

Thalia is publishing newsletter.

Classes/workshops – Thalia
Community Outreach – Thalia

May 8th Basic Pendant with Square Wire
Wrap starts at 10am via Zoom – Class did
not finish the video.
Nothing to report.

Corporate Administrator – Debbie

It’s up to date.

Courtesy & Hospitality – Lillian

Nothing to report.

Display/Education - Thalia

On hold due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Federation Director - Gary

CFSM opened Camp Paradise in August.

FRA -Thalia

Inactive

Historian – Gene

Nothing to report.

Insurance - Debbie

Everything is up to date.

Librarian - Shanna

Everything is okay.

Membership - Virginia

Show Chairman – Sagi/Virginia

Badges are made for the new members.
Board will decide if the colors are okay.
Geologic Diversity of New Zealand by Pat
and Richard Webber
Not on schedule at this time.

Ways and Means - John

John will be checking the trailer.

Web Master – John/Thalia

Everything is up to date.

Meeting Adjourned

8:43 PM

Program

June – Possible Dichroic Glass Class –
Contact Thalia for more details.

June Program – Alexandrite and Moonstone or Pearl’s

June 2021
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Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Incorporated
Our organization, a non-profit corporation, was formed for educational and instructive
purposes: to foster collection and study of minerals, to disseminate knowledge about
them, to sponsor field trips to find them, to encourage the use of them in lapidary and
faceting studies, etc. And to have one whale of a good time doing those things with all
of our friends.
Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Social time
from 6:30 p.m. Current meetings are only on Zoom. Email for required Invitation
and link.
Field trips are at various times throughout the month. Guests are always welcome to
attend.

Membership is open to interested applicants after they have attended at least 2 Society
meetings. Annual dues are due in November for the following year. Membership fees are
currently $27.50 for one adult, $17.50 for a second adult at the same address, juniors
(ages 10-18) and pebble pups (ages 4-9) $5 each. New members pay an additional $15

President
Treasurer
Secretary
Corp. Adm.

Elected Officers/Directors
Sagi Salomon
Director At Large
Barbara Bradbury
Director At Large
Paty Mejorado
Director At Large
Debbie Hirlinger
Director At Large
Director At Large

Gene Berwager
Lillian Berwager
Larry Bradbury
John O’Brien
Shanna O’Brien

Chairpersons and Appointed Positions
Auditor…………………....Virginia Rotramel
Bulletin Editor ……………Melanie Demont
Classes……………......Thalia Goldsworthy
Courtesy/Hospitality...Lillian Berwager
Custodian……………….................Open
Federation Director………....Gary Levitt
Alternate Fed Director...Maureen Levitt
Field Trips…………………………..Committee
FRA…………………......Thalia Goldsworthy
Historian……………….......Gene Berwager
Librarian…………………....Shanna O’Brien

Membership ……………..Virginia Rotramel
Outreach………………..Thalia Goldsworthy
Parliamentarian……………...……….….Open
Programs ……………………………………..Open
Publicity…………………..................Open
Shop ……………... Pat Keene. Anita Niles
Club Show Chair………….......Sagi Salmon
Asst.Show Chair………..Virginia Rotramel
Ways and Means……...……….John O’Brien
Webmaster…………............John O’Brien

Material from Rock Chippings may be duplicated for non-commercial
purposes with appropriate credits. For commercial use, individual
authors must be contacted for approval. Articles lacking bylines have
been generated by the Bulletin staff.

Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Inc.
MEMBER OF CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES

P.O. BOX 205, Woodland Hills, CA 91365
Address exchange Bulletins to: Editor at above address

Society Zoom Meeting
June 19th Program
The Other June Birthstones - Alexandrite and Moonstone
6:30pm Social—7:00pm Program

