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Hello Everyone,
I hope all are doing well, although we still
are unable to meet in person,.. Our virtual
Zoom meetings have been fun and informative. Thalia’s wire wrap bead bracelet class
was a success and I can’t wait to see what
other educational, informative classes she
will have to offer in the future.
This is turning out to be a very busy and exciting year for WHRC and I invite everyone
to participate and bring in new ideas that
will better our society.
The May business meeting will take place at
7:00 pm on May 1st on Zoom. I’m looking
forward to seeing everyone at our Society
meeting on Zoom on May 15th. The third
Saturday is early this month. The meeting
will begin at 7pm, for all those who wish to
mingle a little, please join as at 6:30pm

Sagi Salomon
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Membership Information

Future Rockhounds of America

For any questions regarding membership in the Woodland
Hills Rock Chippers please email Virginia Rotramel at
whrc@rockchippers.org

For any questions regarding membership in the FRA
please email Thalia Goldsworthy at

whrc@rockchippers.org

Regular club meetings are held at 7:00PM on the 3rd Saturday of each month at:
First United Methodist Church, 22700 Sherman Way, West Hills, CA 91303
Visit our website www.rockchippers.org
WHRC Editor: P.O. Box 205 Woodland Hills, CA 91365
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SOCIETY MEETING PROGRAM
THE GEOLOGIC DIVERSITY OF NEW ZEALAND

When they say “big things come in small packages” they
must be talking about the geology of New Zealand.
From volcanoes to glaciers, caves and fiords, it would be
difficult to find so much geologic variety packed within
such a small geographic area anywhere else on this planet.
Dick & Mary Pat Weber, both geologists, spent four
weeks in 2007 exploring every corner of this tiny island
nation. Join us when Mary Pat will take us on a tour of
this fascinating country.

Ways and Means
For Ways and Means: "The door prize for May's General
Meeting will be a lovely handmade copper bracelet, set
with goldstone beads. I look forward to seeing you all
there, and picking a lucky winner!

Birthstone for May is Emerald
Emerald is the green colored variety of beryl. It is a sister stone to
Aquamarine (blue-green) and Morganite (pink) a couple of the
named colors. Hardness varies but is generally between 7.5 and 8.
However, the material is brittle so great care needs to be taken for
it’s use in jewelry. Ancient civilizations wore them eons ago.
Emerald occurs in crystalline rocks like pegmatites. Also in calcite veins that occur in
carbonaceous deposits. The green color, caused by chromium; is so distinctive we have
named it for the stone. Most gemstone emeralds have inclusions and few are transparent. When those inclusions are apparent dealers often refer to them as
“gardens” (Jardins). Emeralds from Columbia are very popular.
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CLASSES
The class for May 7th will be a simple oval pendant using square and halfaround wire. This will be working from a PDF copy of thee Wire Artist Jewelry magazine. (Now out of print)
The instructions use wire sizes that we will adapt. 22ga half-hard square wire
and 20ga half-round wire will be our choices. Smaller cabs than the
30x40mm that is recommended in the instructions are ok for this project, but
need to be larger than 15x20mm.

The usual jewelry making pliers and wire cutter, ruler, masking tape, pen
knife and a marker. We start at 10am sharp so log in earlier to take care of any
blips with the Zoom connection and your computer screen set up. Non-members are invited
to join us. Email your request lo whrc@rockchippers.org (subject WHRC Class) to receive
the Zoom link. Attendance is free. You will receive the email invitation on the Thursday or
Friday before the Saturday class.
Last month we made simple bead rings. Great results from Shanna on the left and Debbie
on the right.

Happy Birthday
John, Larry and Myrna

Happy Anniversary
The Evidons and The Manglicmots
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Federation News
All Federation Activities are being held virtually.
No specific news since the November meeting.
Gary Levitt

CFMS 2021 Rock Tumbling Contest
Hello Rock Hounds. The CFMS is having a worldwide
tumbling contest. Deadline for applications is June 1,
2021. Material is 3 pounds of rough Burris Creek Jasper.
The cost is $35.00 to enter. Three prizes will be awarded.
You have until Aug 15TH to submit 5 of your best pieces
for judging. Please see https://www.featherriverrocks.org/
show/rock-tumbling-contest-drop-down2 for all the details and rules. The sooner you get started the better as we
all know it takes a while to tumble. I already have mine
and will get started right away.
Good Luck to all! - Debbie Hirlinger

BENCH TIP
CHEAPER & BETTER PICKLE

Most jewelers use a granular pickle mixed with water. The active ingredient is sodium
bisulfate. This can be purchased online or from local stores as a common pool chemical
used for adjusting the acidity of the water. It's sold under various names, so be sure to
check the list of active ingredients for a brand that is 95% or more sodium bisulfate.
An added benefit is that the pool chemical is more pure in form than what is sold for
jewelry use and does not cause the brown grime often found floating on the top of the
pot.
Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books
Amazon.com/author/Bradford Smith
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FRA NEWS
Because of the changing school situation FRA activities are on hold. When
things return to some kind of normal here will be more time for badge activities.
Thalia Goldsworthy, FRA Advisor

BENCH TIP
BEZEL PROBLEMS
When bezel setting a cab that has rather sharp corners, have you ever had problems
pushing the metal down at the corners? It's a common problem often causing a wrinkle in your bezel and a grimace on your face.
In order for a bezel to capture the stone, the top edge of the bezel must be compressed and become shorter to lay down onto the stone. With a round or oval stone
this naturally happens as you push and burnish the bezel. But when setting a stone
with corners, the tendency is to push the long sides of the bezel down first. No compression occurs along the sides, and all excess metal is left at the corners. Compressing everything there is difficult. Often the only way to remove the extra metal at the
corner is to make a saw cut and fold the two sides in to touch.
If you want a smooth bezel all around the corners, the simple solution is to set the corners of the bezel first. Then push in and burnish the sides. In this way the necessary
compression is distributed along the length of all sides and not forced to occur at the
corners. With the corners set first, the top edge of the bezel can easily be compressed
along the sides.

Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books
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Time: 7:10 pm
Location: Zoom

President – Sagi
Submitted By Patricia Mejorado
Date: 4/3/21

Business Meeting Minutes
Report of Treasurer - Barbara

The statement hasn’t arrived yet.

Corrections

No minutes to approve.

Old Business

Debbie presented asset book.

New Business
Auditor - Virginia

Finished audit & books are in order.

Bulletin/Publisher - Melanie/Thalia

Melanie isn’t doing the bulletin.

Classes/workshops – Thalia

Courtesy & Hospitality – Lillian

On April 10th a class on Simple Rings. Starts
at 10am via zoom.
We are receiving interest through the website.
File tax returns and we are up to date. No
mail was in the PO Box.
Nothing new to report.

Display/Education - Thalia

On hold due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Federation Director - Gary

Camp Paradise Open this summer.

FRA -Thalia
Historian – Gene

Little Chipper Demelza is studying from
home.
Nothing to report.

Insurance - Debbie

Everything is up to date.

Librarian - Shanna

Everything is ok.

Membership - Virginia

Pending badges, the shop is in Canoga Park.
Shanna will check on new member badge
prices.

Program

Colliding Planets – April 17, 2021

Show Chairman – Sagi/Virginia

Not on schedule at this time

Ways and Means - John

John will be checking the trailer.

Web Master – John/Thalia

Checking on the tires will need building access.
7:43 PM

Community Outreach – Thalia
Corporate Administrator – Debbie

Meeting Adjourned

The AFMS and CFMS have a Tumbling Competition.
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Time: 7:09 pm
Location: Zoom

President – Sagi
Submitted By Patricia Mejorado
Date: 4/17/21

Society Meeting Minutes
Report of Treasurer - Barbara
Corrections

We are in the black. We are trying to communicate with the church
Minutes are approved.

Old Business

Checking on the tires on the trailer.

New Business

Deposit of $10.00 is for 2021 Budget.

Auditor – Virginia

Not present.

Bulletin/Publisher - Thalia

Please submit articles for the Newsletter.

Classes/workshops – Thalia

Corporate Administrator – Debbie

On April 10th a class on Simple Rings was
a success. Pending May class.
We are receiving interest through the website.
All taxes are up to date.

Courtesy & Hospitality – Lillian

Everything is up to date.

Display/Education – Thalia

On hold due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Federation Director – Gary

Not present.

FRA -Thalia

Inactive

Historian – Gene

Insurance – Debbie

Thalia discovered a notebook from the
previous Secretary Kathy N. and made a
motion to archive notes. Motion passed
unanimously.
Everything is up to date.

Librarian – Shanna

Everything is ok.

Membership – Virginia

Pending badges.

Program

Colliding Planets – April 17, 2021

Show Chairman – Sagi/Virginia

Not on schedule at this time

Ways and Means - John

Nothing to share with group. Currently up
to date.
Checking on the tires will need building
access.
8:53 PM

Community Outreach – Thalia

Web Master – John/Thalia
Meeting Adjourned

May pending
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Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Incorporated
Our organization, a non-profit corporation, was formed for educational and instructive
purposes: to foster collection and study of minerals, to disseminate knowledge about them,
to sponsor field trips to find them, to encourage the use of them in lapidary and faceting
studies, etc. And to have one whale of a good time doing those things with all of our friends.

Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Social time from
6:30 p.m. Current meetings are only on Zoom. Email for required Invitation and link.
Field trips are at various times throughout the month. Guests are always welcome to attend.
Membership is open to interested applicants after they have attended at least 2 Society
meetings. Annual dues are due in November for the following year. Membership fees are
currently $27.50 for one adult, $17.50 for a second adult at the same address, juniors (ages
10-18) and pebble pups (ages 4-9) $5 each. New members pay an additional $15 initiation
fee per person. Late joining new members may have lower dues as they are prorated after
mid-year.
We are a member society of the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies and affiliated
with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.

President
Treasurer
Secretary
Corp. Adm.

Elected Officers/Directors
Sagi Salomon
Director At Large
Barbara Bradbury
Director At Large
Paty Mejorado
Director At Large
Debbie Hirlinger
Director At Large
Director At Large

Gene Berwager
Lillian Berwager
Larry Bradbury
John O’Brien
Shanna O’Brien

Chairpersons and Appointed Positions
Auditor…………………....Virginia Rotramel
Bulletin Editor ……………Melanie Demont
Classes……………......Thalia Goldsworthy
Courtesy/Hospitality...Lillian Berwager
Custodian……………….................Open
Federation Director………....Gary Levitt
Alternate Fed Director...Maureen Levitt
Field Trips…………………………..Committee
FRA…………………......Thalia Goldsworthy
Historian……………….......Gene Berwager
Librarian…………………....Shanna O’Brien

Membership ……………..Virginia Rotramel
Outreach………………..Thalia Goldsworthy
Parliamentarian……………...……….….Open
Programs ……………………………………..Open
Publicity…………………..................Open
Shop ……………... Pat Keene. Anita Niles
Club Show Chair………….......Sagi Salmon
Asst.Show Chair………..Virginia Rotramel
Ways and Means……...……….John O’Brien
Webmaster…………............John O’Brien

Material from Rock Chippings may be duplicated for non-commercial purposes
with appropriate credits. For commercial use, individual authors must be
contacted for approval. Articles lacking bylines have been generated by the
Bulletin staff.

Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Inc.
MEMBER OF CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES

P.O. BOX 205, Woodland Hills, CA 91365
Address exchange Bulletins to: Editor at above address

Society Zoom Meeting
May 15th Program
The Geologic Diversity of New Zealand
6:30pm Social—7:00pm Program

