The Bulletin of the Woodland Hills
Rock Chippers, Inc.

Club
Calendar
November 6th
Business Meeting
On Zoom
7 PM
November 13th
Class 10am
Two Strand Bead
Knotting
November 20th
Society Meeting
on Zoom.
6:30 PM Social
7 PM General
Meeting and
Silent Auction
Guests welcome
Email society or
Thalia for Zoom
invitation.

Volume 62 Number11
November 2021

From the President….
Hello Fellow Rock Chippers,
I hope everyone is doing well.
I would like to thank our very own club secretary, Paty Mejorado for a very fun and informative program, even with some technical difficulty we all have learned a few new things. *
For November, we a planning our silent auction. So bring your goodies that have been waiting for the passed two years to find a new
home….
Please attend and support our club by trying to
make it to our in person meetings at the church.
With a face mask and safe distancing we can
meet in person safely. We at the board of
WHRC are working hard at keeping our club
educational, fun, and exciting., but most of all
safe.
I hope to see more of you on our next “pow
wow”. Our next board meeting will take place
on November 6th at 7pm (via Zoom), and our
next general meeting will take place at the
church on November 20th at 6:30pm.
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Stay Safe and Healthy
Sagi

Membership Information

Future Rockhounds of America

For any questions regarding membership in the Woodland
Hills Rock Chippers please email Virginia Rotramel at
whrc@rockchippers.org

For any questions regarding membership in the FRA
please email Thalia Goldsworthy at

whrc@rockchippers.org

Regular club meetings are held at 7:00PM on the 3rd Saturday of each month at:
First United Methodist Church, 22700 Sherman Way, West Hills, CA 91303
Visit our website www.rockchippers.org
WHRC Editor: P.O. Box 205 Woodland Hills, CA 91365
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SOCIETY MEETING PROGRAM
November 20th—Silent Auction

Our November Silent Auction will be outdoors at the entry to the church. Sagi will be
in charge. Please bring items to donate—anything related to our hobby, and other
white elephants. Please identify the item and fill in the starting price., John has additional items that will be set out so this should be a fun evening. Proceeds go to our
general fund.
We will be approving the budget and electing officers for 2022.
Social hour 6:30pm, program at 7pm. There is NO ZOOM MEETING for this event.

BENCH TIP
NO SCRATCH VISE JAWS
If your bench vise has replaceable jaws, there is a simple modification to customize it for bending sheet metal and holding jewelry pieces without worrying about the jaws leaving scratch
marks.
I make a duplicate set of jaws from high density plastic such as
Nylon or Delrin. Remove the jaws and use them as a template.
Cut two pieces from a 1/2 inch sheet of scrap plastic. Then
clamp the steel jaw over the plastic and drill through the steel side and into the plastic. Finally,
use a larger drill to countersink the plastic for the screw heads.
Plastic can be obtained from the scrap bin at a local plastics store, can be purchased online from
eBay, or can be repurposed from an old kitchen cutting board.
Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books
Amazon.com/author/Bradford Smith
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ELECTION NOVEMBER 20th
Election of the Woodland Hills Rock Chippers 2022 Officers will be held at the November 20 TH In Person General Meeting at the church. If you would like to vote on the officers but will not be in attendance, please email your “Yes” or “No” response to our club’s email whrc@rockchippers.org by November 19th to be counted. Nominations will be also be taken from the floor at the November 20 th meeting.
Here is the slate for 2022 officers of the Woodland Hills Rock Chippers: All have agreed to run again
for their current posts for the 2022 year.
President -Sagi Salomon
Corporate Administrator /VP—Deborah Hirlinger

Treasurer –Barbara BradburySecretary-Paty Mejorado
Directors:
Lillian Berwager
Gene Berwager
Larry Bradbury

John O’Brien
Shanna O’Brien

BUDGET FOR 2022
Because we have had little expenses or income during the Covid pandemic our Treasurer will be presenting the budget for the last active year.
Members should watch for a separate emailing of that information in two PDFs. Send an email response
to whrc@rockchippers.org before November 18th with any modifications or suggestions. These will be
presented before the vote for discussion and inclusion if approved.
Remember to indicate your yes or no if you approve the budget as it stands.

GLASS FUSING CLASS
Here is a pictures from our October class. We did 4 firings, this is the second one.
Not all 5 participants had items in each firing. The items for a firing were selected by
Thalia so that there would be equal melting of the glass.
You can't open the kiln until it has cooled from 1700°F to 200°F It is a surprise when
you open the kiln and see the changes that have happened. Colors change, pieces slip
off.
We had a good class and everyone was happy with the results.
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FRA NEWS
Because of the changing school situation FRA activities are on hold. When things
return to some kind of normal here will be more time for in-person badge activities.
With in-person school classes starting I will watch how that goes. If possible we
could meet in person and work outside as my patio wearing masks and observing distancing.
I will contact our Little Chippers by email to see if this can happen on November
21st.

CLASS FOR NOVEMBER 13th
This month we will be learning Thalia’s Two Strand Bead Knotting method..
Class size is limited so contact her to register. We will start at 10:00 AM. The
fee for this class is $15.00. This includes the cost of materials.. The class fee
includes a choice of 6mm beads from Thalia’s supply, a variety of Fall colored
gem stones or an assortment of glass beads. Also included are bead tips, toggle
clasp. and size 7 white thread for bead stringing that is made with a needle attached.
Tools to bring: Optivisor or other magnifier. bead tweezers, bead awl, ruler,
chain nose pliers
You may use your own 6mm beads (about 35 loose beads). Different size beads may require different
size beading thread which may not be in Thalia’s limited supply.

Happy Birthday
Debbie, Rue and Jim
Happy Anniversary

Pete & Jeanne
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NOVEMBER BIRTHSTONES
TOPAZ
The variety of topaz hues includes colorless, light blue, yellow, orange, pink, violet, brown and, very rarely, red. The vast majority of blue topaz seen today is the
permanent result of treating colorless topaz with irradiation and heating. The rainbow effect seen in “Mystic Topaz” is created by coating colorless topaz with a thin
artificial film.
Some believe the word “topaz” comes from the Sanskrit word tapas, which means
“fire.” Others trace it back to the Greek topazes. This November birthstone was
long thought to have many benefits. The ancient Greeks believed that topaz gave them strength. From the 1300s to the 1600s,
Europeans thought it could thwart magic spells and dispel anger. For centuries, many people in India have believed that topaz
worn above the heart assures long life, beauty and intelligence.

The distinctly pinkish orange Imperial topaz has aristocratic cachet. It is commonly believed that the name originated with the
Russian royal family’s insistence on keeping the finest colors of this gem, which was mined in Russia’s Ural Mountains, exclusively for their use. An alternate explanation, especially popular in Brazil, is that it dates from an 1881 visit by Brazilian
Emperor Pedro II to Ouro Preto—the town closest to Brazil’s most productive topaz mines–and the gift of a reddish topaz to
him.
CITRINE
An Orange variety of quartz, which has been used in jewelry for thousands of years. Citrine has
been a popular gemstone since ancient times and has shared a history of mistaken identities with
the other November birthstone, topaz. As a result, people thought citrine had the same powers as
topaz. They believed the citrine birthstone could soothe tempers and calm the wearer.
The ancient Greeks carved rock crystal ornaments that glistened like permafrost. Roman pontiffs
wore rings set with massive purple amethysts, and citrine has been reported in Roman jewelry. It
was particularly popular in colorful Scottish jewelry from the Victorian era. Citrine, believed to
derive from the French word for “lemon” (citron), is given for the thirteenth wedding anniversary.
Today, most of the citrine in the marketplace results from the heat treatment of amethyst. With its
ready availability in a broad range of sizes, citrine birthstone is one of the most affordable and desired yellow gemstones.

0BENCH TIP
MARKING YOUR TOOLS
It makes sense to mark your tools if you ever lend them to friends or take them out
to classes or workshops. Question is how to mark them permanently. For metal tools, I use a very small ball bur
running fast in the Dremel or Foredom to "engrave" my initials. Other times I'll form the initials with a number
of hits with a center punch.
But for hammer handles and other wooden tools, the country boy in me came back and thought "Why not make a
branding iron?" If you'd like to try one, all you need is a little scrap copper or nickel about 22-24 gauge, a piece
of heavy brass or copper for a base, about 6 inches of metal rod and a piece of wood for the handle.

I formed my initials from a couple 4mm strips of sheet nickel. The "S" was one piece, but the "B" was three pieces soldered together with hard. (Remember to form the letters backwards). I then soldered the letters with medium onto a piece of 1/8 inch thick brass bar to act as a heat sink. Finally, I soldered a piece of 1/8 round rod on the
back of the brass bar as a shaft to join to a wooden handle.
Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books
Amazon.com/author/Bradford Smith
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CFMS 2021 Rock Tumbling Contest
The CFMS announced the winners of the Feather River Lapidary and
Mineral Society’s annual worldwide tumbling contest, I did not win
this time. They received 95 Entries from 13 states, California and
Nevada had 12 entries, also France, New Zealand and Canada. It took
a while to tumble the 3 pounds of rough Burris Creek Jasper, I did it
in 3 batches. I completed 4 steps with different grits plus cleaning for
each batch. Each step ran for approximately 1 week. The material
was really hard-I could not break some pieces with my hammer! My
small tumbler did not polish the larger pieces as smoothly as I would
have liked with pits remaining. You were allowed to rough grind the
jasper prior to tumbling but not once the process began. I wanted to
do only the tumbling to see how it polished, maybe next time I will have to modify my methods to get
better results. You had until Aug 15TH to submit 5 of your best pieces for judging- see mine below. There
is always next year….
Debbie Hirlinger
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WHRC Business Meeting Minutes
Time: 7:06 pm
Location: Zoom Meeting
Secretary: Patricia Mejorado
Date: October 2, 2021
Call to order: Sagi
Correction or approval of minutes: No corrections minutes are approved.
New Business: November elections for new officers. Sagi, Larry, Barbara, Lillian, Gene, Debbie, John,
Shanna and Paty are staying on. Elections are held in November. Thalia requested permission to edit President’s message.
Report of Treasurer- Barbara: We haven’t received the statement yet. Working on the Budget for October.
Auditor – Virginia: Not present.
Bulletin/Publisher - John: Publisher is requesting Adobe Acrobat for Newsletters.
Classes/Workshops Thalia: The October 9th class is Dichroic Glass Class. It will start at 10am. Limited class
size.
Corporate Administrator – Debbie: Tax return mailed out for 2020/2021. We received Registration Confirmation for August 2022.
Courtesy and Hospitality: Gene B. is doing fine. All cards are out and up to date.
Display/Education/Community Outreach - Thalia: The website is the only contact we have with the public.
Federation Director – Gary: Meeting in November and Gary will attend.

Field Trips: We are looking into possible field trip locations. Any suggestions to places please let us know.
FRA –Thalia: Is on hold.
Hospitality Historian – Lillian /Gene: Nothing to report.
Insurance – Debbie: We are current.
Librarian – Shanna: We received an email from an author that wrote a Gemstone Coloring Book for kids.
John made the motion that we look into purchasing some of these books. Barbara seconds the motion. All
passed unanimously.
Membership – Virginia: Not present.
Programs: October 16 – Mining for Minerals – A video program / November 20 – Silent Auction / December 18 – Regular meeting and Gift Exchange
Show Chairman – Sagi/Virginia: Not scheduled at this time.
Web Master – John: Website is current.
New Business: Possible Woodland Hills Rockchippers Gem Show in October 2022. Pending more information a possible Agua Dulce Field Trip for Geodes.

The Ventura Club is having a show: 59th Annual Ventura Gem & Mineral Society Gem, Mineral, Fossil &
Lapidary Show March 5-6, 2022.
Meeting Adjourned: 8:02 PM
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WHRC Society Meeting Minutes
Time: 7:00pm
Location: Zoom Meeting
Secretary: Patricia Mejorado
Date: October 16, 2021
Call to order: Sagi

Flag Salute: Sagi
Correction or approval of minutes: Minutes are approved, no changes.
Old Business: The Slate is being published in the November Bulletin for Officers and Directors.
Report of Treasurer- Barbara: We are still in the black. The Budget was emailed. No changes per
Thalia.
Auditor – Virginia: Nothing to report.

Bulletin/Publisher - John: Everything is current.
Classes/Workshops Thalia: The October 9th class is Dichroic Glass Class. It will start at 10am.
Five people joined the class. Shanna came on Sunday to assist with firing. She stayed from
10am –3pm. The November 13th class is a Knotting Beads two strand bracelet technique. This
class starts at 10am. Please contact Thalia to register and class fee details.
Corporate Administrator – Debbie: Everything is up-to-date. The insurance is up-to-date.
Courtesy and Hospitality: Everything is up-to-date.
Display/Education/Community Outreach - Thalia: No changes.
Federation Director – Gary: Meeting in November and Gary will attend.
Field Trips: The Board is working on a schedule for fieldtrips.
FRA –Thalia: Nothing at the moment.
Hospitality Historian – Lillian /Gene: Nothing to report.
Insurance – Debbie: We are current.
Librarian – Shanna: Nothing to report.
Membership – Virginia: Guests Darlene and Darian joined us.
Programs: October 16 – Mining for Minerals – A video program / November 20 – Silent Auction / December 18 – Regular meeting and Gift Exchange.
Show Chairman – Sagi/Virginia: Not scheduled at this time. Door Prize Winner: Juliette
Weighs and Means: Door Prize Winner: Juliette. John won’t be able to attend any physical meetings.
Web Master – John: No changes to report.
New Business: The Slate is being published for Officers and Directors.
The Ventura Club is having a show: 59th Annual Ventura Gem & Mineral Society Gem, Mineral,
Fossil & Lapidary Show March 5-6, 2022.
Meeting Adjourned: 8:08 PM
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Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Incorporated

Our organization, a non-profit corporation, was formed for educational and instructive
purposes: to foster collection and study of minerals, to disseminate knowledge about
them, to sponsor field trips to find them, to encourage the use of them in lapidary and
faceting studies, etc. And to have one whale of a good time doing those things with all
of our friends.
Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Social time
from 6:30 p.m.
Field trips are at various times throughout the month. Guests are always welcome to
attend.
Membership is open to interested applicants after they have attended at least 2 Society
meetings. Annual dues are due in November for the following year. Membership fees are
currently $27.50 for one adult, $17.50 for a second adult at the same address, juniors
(ages 10-18) and pebble pups (ages 4-9) $5 each. New members pay an additional $15
initiation fee per person. Late joining new members may have lower dues as they are
prorated after mid-year.

President
Treasurer
Secretary
Corp. Adm.

Elected Officers/Directors
Sagi Salomon
Director At Large
Barbara Bradbury
Director At Large
Paty Mejorado
Director At Large
Debbie Hirlinger
Director At Large
Director At Large

Gene Berwager
Lillian Berwager
Larry Bradbury
John O’Brien
Shanna O’Brien

Chairpersons and Appointed Positions
Auditor…………………....Virginia Rotramel
Bulletin Editor …………………………...Open
Classes……………......Thalia Goldsworthy
Courtesy/Hospitality...Lillian Berwager
Custodian……………….................Open
Federation Director………....Gary Levitt
Alternate Fed Director...Maureen Levitt
Field Trips…………………………..Committee
FRA…………………......Thalia Goldsworthy
Historian……………….......Gene Berwager
Librarian…………………....Shanna O’Brien

Membership ……………..Virginia Rotramel
Outreach………………..Thalia Goldsworthy
Parliamentarian……………...……….….Open
Programs ……………………………………..Open
Publicity…………………..................Open
Shop ……………... Pat Keene. Anita Niles
Club Show Chair………….......Sagi Salmon
Asst.Show Chair………..Virginia Rotramel
Ways and Means……...……….John O’Brien
Webmaster…………............John O’Brien

Material from Rock Chippings may be duplicated for non-commercial
purposes with appropriate credits. For commercial use, individual
authors must be contacted for approval. Articles lacking bylines have
been generated by the Bulletin staff.

Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Inc.
MEMBER OF CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES

P.O. BOX 205, Woodland Hills, CA 91365
Address exchange Bulletins to: Editor at above address

6:30pm Social—7:00pm Program
Society Meeting
November 20th Program
Silent Auction

