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Honoring Thalia Goldsworthy
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Membership News
Steve Dover Made
Lifetime Member

I was pleased to accept the Life Membership award from the Woodland Hill rock
Chippers and have been asked to write a few words on how I became acquainted
with the club and how I have benefited from this association.From my records I
joined the club in1993 and have been a member for about 33 years. Before that |
had always been interested in camping, hiking ,off road exploring, and partying.
Rocks were just something in the middle of the road or trail to be kicked away. |
met Gary Levitt at Hughes Aircraft Co where we both worked. He was also inter-
ested in off road exploring and partying so we had something in common. He was
a member of the club and invited me to attend the annual Gem Fair show. At that
show I won a Morgan Hill poppy jasper belt buckle made by Ed Goldsworthy.
The next year I won the $100.00 grand prize. Needless to say I was hooked and
shortly thereafter joined the Rock Chippers as a full fledged member. Ed kindly
showed me how to craft belt buckles in his dining room. My current collection
now includes over 125 buckles of all different materials. I also learned wire wrap-
ping from Thalia. The club in 1993 consisted of about 44 members . Almost all
the members were hard core rock hounds and had their own shop at home. |
learned from members named Backus, Beeler, Blair, Bond,Brennan, Brown,
Goldsworthy ,Grothuseman, Kennedy, Levitt, Meyer, Torgensen and many others
who shared their passion for rocks with me.. Over the next many years I served
the club in many different capacities including: Programs 3X, Membership 3X,
Librarian 7X, Field trips 4X, Treasurer 2X, Auditor 2X, Ways and Means 2X, in-
surance VP 2X,Board of Directors 2X, and have been the show displays chairman
since 2018. I wish I could say I excelled at all these jobs. I think Virginia said I
was the worst treasurer the club ever had. The club learned the importance of hav-
ing a good treasurer after Virginia and and Barbara took my place. My apprecia-
tion and knowledge about rocks has greatly increased from being a member and
attending all the programs and classes put on by the club. I have also immensely
enjoyed all the party's and social events put on by the club. I hope to continue to
serve the club the 405 and my night vision allowing in to the future.

Steve Dover
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Woodland Hills Rock Chippers

Monday Board Meetings - via Zoom

6:45 pm Log In / 7:00 pm start lime

February 2
March 2
April 6 - Easter Monday
May 4
June 1
July 6
August 3

September 7 - Labor Day
October 5

November 2

December 7 E
We will be holding our social meetings in Room 10 at the church.
Here are the dates you can put on your calendar for the rest of this
year:

March 21

April 18th

May 16 th

June 20th

July 18th

August Picnic TBA

September 19th

October show TBA

November 21st

December Christmas Party TBA
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Gemstone of the Month

Diamond Birthstone Meaning & History

Our love for the April birthstone started in India, where diamonds were gathered from the coun-
try’s rivers and streams. Traded as early as the fourth century BCE, diamonds were coveted by
royalty and the wealthy. Later, caravans brought Indian diamonds, along with other exotic mer-
chandise, to medieval markets in Venice. By the 1400s, diamonds were becoming fashionable ac-
cessories for Europe’s elite. The first diamond engagement ring on record was given by Arch-
duke Maximillian of Austria to his betrothed, Mary of Burgundy, in 1477. Recent evidence sup-
ports the origin of the legendary 45.52 carat (ct) blue Hope diamond in India’s Golconda mining
area and its sale to King Louis XIV of France (then known as the French Blue diamond) in 1668.

In the early 1700s, as India’s diamond supplies began to decline, Brazil emerged as an important
source. Diamonds were discovered when gold miners sifted through gravels on the banks of the
Jequitinhonha River in Minas Gerais. Brazil dominated the diamond market for more than 150
years.

The discovery of diamonds near Kimberley, South Africa, in the late 1860s marked the beginning
of the modern diamond market. Entrepreneur Cecil Rhodes established De Beers Consolidated
Mines Limited in 1888, and by 1900 De Beers controlled an estimated 90 percent of the world’s
production of rough diamonds. The largest diamond ever found — at 3,106 ct (621 grams) — was
recovered from South Africa’s Premier mine in 1905. From it was cut the pear shaped 530 ct
Cullinan I diamond, also known as the Great Star of Africa, which is now set in the Royal Scep-
ter with Cross and housed with the other Crown Jewels in the Tower of London.
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March Class

Our class for March was on a square wire simple cross. Thalia, Shanna, John, Debbie,
Barbara, and Juliet were present. We had a great time with discussions on this, that,
and many things while making our crosses. Our next class is undecided at the moment.

April Class
Undetermined &l dossa&t ohhali a
Saturday April 25th
April Birthdays

Thalia , Shanna
Lisa, Mike

Anniversaries
Nobody!
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Announcement!

APRIL 18TH-19TH, 2026
SATURDAY: 10AM-5PM
SUNDAY: 10AM-4PM

Vendors

Exhibits
Free Admission - Free Parking Live Lapidary-
Borchard Community Center Demonstrations
190 N. Reino Road g Silent Auction
Thousand Oaks, CA éa»igﬁggi’ Hourly Raffle

B
”’,?”@;?Eﬂ Plant Sale
(=] ?‘5““%*» : Js;’f Youth Room

“0

www.CGAMC.org
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Showcase News

Golden Oldies
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WHRCMeeting March 21, 2026
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